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Date: 30/05/08

Our Ref: 750157/RL

Enquiries to: Richard Lewis

Telephone: 01454 868682

Fax: 0117 906 2301

Email: highways@southglos.gov.uk

Dear Sir/Madam,

CONSULTATION — GREATER BRISTOL BUS NETWORK CORRIDOR 4 — AZTEC
WEST ROUNDABOUT

Thank you for writing to South Gloucestershire Council with your comments on the proposed
traffic signal junction at the above location.

Over 100 responses were received via email and letter. The responses have been collated
and examined and show that perceptions of the scheme are mixed. The main comments
received, along with the Council’s responses, are listed below. The list is ordered with the
most common theme listed first and the percentage of responses on that theme shown in
brackets.

1. “The scheme will not cure or help congestion and is a waste of taxpayers money”
(17%)

The aims of the Greater Bristol Bus Network are to improve bus reliability, punctuality, reduce
journey times, increase the number of bus passengers by 12% and increase satisfaction with
bus services. By introducing widening to the existing roads to accommodate new bus lanes,
more road space has been allocated to other vehicles. This will help to reduce some of the
congestion on an already heavily used over capacity junction, however the primary focus of
this scheme is to improve bus facilities. The total cost of Greater Bristol Bus Network scheme
is £70.3million. This is made up of funding from the Department for Transport, who are
contributing a maximum of £42.3 million; First, the local bus operator are contributing
£20million; £6million contribution from developers and the rest from the local authorities.

2. “Banning the right turn into Woodlands Lane from Bradley Stoke Way will make my
journey to access Ashridge Road impossible, increase traffic on Pear Tree Road
and make existing conditions outside the primary school more dangerous.” (12%)

Analysis of this junction demonstrates that by banning this manoeuvre more road space can
be allocated to vehicles heading toward Aztec West, the M5 and the A38 from Bradley Stoke
Way. Traffic flow surveys and analysis at this junction show that less than 2% of all traffic
passing through the junction during the busiest times of the day makes the right turn
manoeuvre. It is therefore accepted that traffic will use Pear Tree Road to access Woodlands
Lane but the number will be very low. Vehicles wishing to access Woodlands Lane from
Bradley Stoke Way will be directed around Aztec West Roundabout rather than Pear tree
Road.
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3. “Is it possible to provide another exit out of Aztec West Business Park?” (9%)

South Gloucestershire Council’'s current Capital Works Programme includes a bus link
through to Coniston Road from Aztec West Business Park via Waterside Drive. This link is
currently only used by emergency vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. Should it be made
available to all traffic Coniston Road would be subjected to high levels of traffic which is
unacceptable in a densely populated area.

4. “The scheme gives no consideration to cyclists and does not meet the policy
objectives for cyclists as stated in the Joint local Transport Plan or The Greater
Bristol Bus Network” (8%)

The scheme meets the policy objective of improving bus facilities and tackling congestion. If
bus patronage is higher it is anticipated that the numbers of people making car journeys will
be lower. Cycle facilities have been improved; the new bus lanes allow cyclists to enter them.
The shared use footway/cycleways on both sides of Bradley Stoke Way are being retained
and are being made more accessible. The northbound on and off carriageway cycle facilities
are retained. Further investigation into cycling provision is being explored. No bus shelters
will be placed in positions that could obstruct shared use footway/cycleways. The pedestrian
crossing facilities at the Bradley Stoke Way/ Woodlands Lane junction are to be upgraded to
allow a dedicated pedestrian phase at each crossing point.

5. “Is it possible to lengthen the yellow boxes on the roundabout, and stop yellow box
blocking and red light jumping?” (8%)

The current scheme design is at a preliminary stage, the layout of the yellow boxes will be
addressed as the scheme design progresses to a detailed stage. Yellow box blocking and
red light jumpin is enforced by the police and therefore any comments regarding this should
be sent to Avon and Somerset Constabulary.

6. “Can the signal timing on the Aztec West Roundabout be improved to allow more
vehicles through a green light” (7%)

Various signal techniques have been tried but all signalised junctions in the area currently
operate over capacity. The banned right turn and widening proposals together with timing
alterations will aim to improve the flow of traffic through the signals.

7. “What will be the impact on the road during the construction?” (5%)

The Aztec West Roundabout is situated on the A38 which is known as a ‘traffic sensitive
route’. This means that no works are permitted that involve road or lane closures during the
busiest times of the day. Any lane closures will be undertaken during the period 9:30am to
3:30pm; there is also the possibility of works being undertaken during the weekend or at
night.

8. “Is it possible to build a flyover over the roundabout?” (5%)

The funding from central Government is targeted toward improving bus infrastructure; a
flyover would not demonstrate this. The closeness of adjacent properties and third party land
also means it would be difficult to construct without significant cost in compulsory purchase
and demolition.

9. “Is it possible to provide a dedicated left turn lane from Aztec West to the M5
southbound?” (5%)
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This would need to be considered as a separate scheme as it does not target bus
improvement. It would also need considerable input from the Highways Agency, who is
responsible for managing and maintaining the M5.

10. “Not enough people use buses to justify the scheme” (3%)
One of the key aims by improving facilities is for buses is to increase bus patronage to 12%

11. “Congestion in the surrounding area will prevent buses getting to the bus lane”
(4%)

The implementation of all the proposed bus improvements along Corridor Four will
significantly reduce overall journey times. The congestion in the surrounding area is being
considered as part of South Gloucestershire Councils Policies to keep traffic moving where
possible.

12.“Is it possible to provide a more frequent bus service?” (3%)

This question is more appropriate for the local bus operator, First, who are responsible for
organising bus schedules.

13.“The proposed road layout is confusing?” (3%)

Appropriate signing of the new lanes and destinations will be installed as part of the new
scheme.

14. “The two lanes merging into one eastbound on Bradley Stoke Way is dangerous.”
(3%)

This has been introduced in several locations across the South Gloucestershire area. There
is no evidence to suggest this causes accidents.

15. “Turning right out of Ashridge Road on to Woodlands Lane will be made more
difficult.” (3%)

By banning the right turn into Woodlands Lane and providing two straight ahead lanes at the
Bradley Stoke Way junction, it is likely more time will be allocated to allowing vehicles to exit
Woodlands Lane and in turn making it easier to exit Ashridge Road.

16. “Vehicles turning left from Bradley Stoke Way to the A38 will conflict with buses
exiting the westbound bus lane.” (2%)

This layout meets current highway design guidance for bus lanes.

17. “The scheme does not provide enough pedestrian improvements from bus stops to
Aztec West Business Park.” (1%)

The pedestrian crossing facilities on Bradley Stoke Way are to be upgraded as mentioned
previously. The existing signalised crossing to the south of the roundabout is to be retained.
New bus stops are also proposed in the business park as part of the Waterside Drive —
Coniston Road bus link scheme.

18. “Employees of Aztec West Business Park on the A38 in the slip lane” (1%)
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Parking issues outside the frontages are not considered relevant to this proposal and should
be directed to the South Gloucestershire Council Traffic Management section.

19. “Will ‘Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI)’ be included on the bus stops?” (1%)
The heaviest used bus stops will be installed with Real Time Passenger Information.

20. “The construction of new developments in the area will increase car traffic” (1%)
Many of the new developments in the area have received outline planning permission and
therefore will go ahead. The new bus facilities aim to improve public transport links to these
developments and provide a reliable alternative to the car.

21.“The Bus Lane will be abused by cars” (1%)

This is a Police enforcement issue and not the responsibility of the Council. Should the
Council receive complaints about bus lane abuse then they will notify the Police.

22. “Will Taxis be allowed to drive in the bus lane?” (1%)

First’'s buses, community buses, taxis, private hire vehicles, motorcycles and pedal cycles will
be permitted to use the bus lanes.

23. “Car share lanes would be more beneficial” (1%)

As First are contributing £20million to the Greater Bristol Bus Network the focus of the
scheme is toward buses.

24."1s it possible to make Park Avenue in Aztec West Business Park one way?” (1%)

Unfortunately the section of Park Avenue that loops round the business park is not part of the
adopted public highway therefore the Council has no powers to make alterations to this road.

The scheme is now under further review following these comments and some design changes
are likely. When the scheme is finalised it will be subject to the legal advertising process
where notices will be placed around the Aztec West Roundabout area inviting public
comment. The revised scheme will also be posted on the South Gloucestershire Council
Online Consultation Diary; this can be viewed at www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation. The
advertisement will commence in early June 2008.

Thank you for taking the time to participate in the formal consultation, | hope this helps to
address the main points raised.

Yours Faithfully

Richard Lewis
For and on behalf Mouchel (working in partnership with South Gloucestershire Council)
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